
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY  
 

• Patrick Byrne, Project Manager of City-Lab at the City of Hamilton  
• Geraldine Cahill, Director of Up-Social Canada 
• Isabel Cascante, Director or Research, Puyblic Policy and Evaluation at the 

United Way of Greater Toronto 
• Rebecca Ellis, City Studio, Pillar Nonprofit Network 
• Betsy Farrar, Manager of Community Impact at the United Way Peterborough 
• Zee Hamid, CEO of CampaignRaven and Councillor at the City of Milton 
• Alexya Heelis, Executive Director at the United Way St-John, NB  
• Stephen Huddart, Board ChairBoard Chair YMCA's of Quebec Alternative 

Suspension Social Impact Bond 
• Abid Jan, United Way East Ontario 
• David Lasby, Director, Research & Evaluation, Imagine Canada 
• Shawna Mutton, Vice-President to Community Impact, United Way Halton and 

Hamilton 
• Joshua Okoe, United Way East Ontario 
• Brad Park, CEO, United Way Halton and Hamilton 
• Vanessa Parlette, Senior Project Manager at the City of Hamilton  
• Luis Patricio, Manager of SDG-Cities at Pillar Network 
• Kelsey Spitz-Dietrich, VP of Innovation & Inclusion at UCS Forest Group 
• Vivien Underdown, Director of Capacity Building and Community Impact, United 

Way Halton and Hamilton 
• Tamara Coleman-Lawrie, United Way Niagara 
• Colleen Murdoch, United Way Guelph, Wellington, Dufferin 
• Cyrus Therani, Chief Digital Officer at the City of Hamilton  
• Candice Zhang, Policy Adviser at the Ontario Non-Profit Network  

 
 
 

Guests 



 
 

INNOVATION AND SCIENCE POLICY STAKEHOLDERS (by organisation) 
 
Agriculture et Agroalimentaire Canada  
 

• Pascal Michel, Director General - Ontario & Quebec / Directeur général - Région 
Ontario -Québec 

 
Canadian Association of Graduate Studies  

• Ian Wereley, CEO of CAGS 
• Jennifer Polk, CEO at PhD to Life 
• Heather Merla, Academic Affairs and Special Projects Officer at Queen's 

University 
 
Canadian Council of the Academies 

• Tijs Creutzberg, Direcraitor of Assessment 
• Jeff Kinder, Project Director 

 
Canadian Housing and Mortgage Corporation 

• Andrew Cohen, Senior Specialist, Innovation and Partnerships 
 
Canadian Institute For Advanced Research  

• Rachel Parker, Senior Director of Research  
• Kate Geddie, Senior Director of Research  
 

Community Foundations of Canada 
• Tim Draimin, Senior Fellow 

 
Conference Board of Canada 

• Michelle Gorea, Senior Research Associate, Education & Skills 
 
The Conversation Canada 

• Scott White, Chief Editor and CEO 
 
Diversity Institute 

• Wendy Cukier, Director 
 
Evergreen Canada 

• Martin Canning, Executive Director, Government Innovation 
• Chelsea Carss, Coordinator, Outreach and Partnerships 

 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

• Myriam Hebabi, Program Officer, Canadian Women in Local Leadership 



 
 

• Sara Lyons, Senior Director, Capacity and Sector Development 
• Ty Smith, Senior Director, Diversity, Inclusion and Leadership  

 
Federation of the Humanities and Social Sciences 

• Sara El Rayo, Program Lead 
 
Fond the Recherche du Québec, Société et Cullture 

• Louise Poissant, Directrice Scientifique  
• Coryell Boffy, Senior Director, Society and Culture at Axelys 
• Julie Dirwimmer, Conseillère principale, Relations Science & Société - Bureau du 

scientifique en chef du Québec 
 
Future Skills Centre 

• Trisha Williams, Director of Research Evaluation and Knowledge Mobilisation 
• Rochelle Taheri, Research Associate 
• Gordon Chan, Innovation Lab Manager 
• Ramsha Naveed, Innovation Lab Specialist 

 
Genome Canada (Partner, Bronze):  

• Sapna Mahajan Sinclair, Director, Genomics in Society 
• Pari Johnson, Vice-President, Policy and Public Affairs 

 
Institute on Governance 

• Rhonda Moore, Senior Practice Lead, Science and Innovation  
• Jeff Kinder, Executive Director of Science and Innovation  

 
IRPP/Policy Options 

• Les Perreaux 
 
Let’s Talk Science 

• Bonnie Schmidt, CEO 
 
Magnet 

• Mark Patterson, CEO 
 
McConnell Foundation 

• Ryan Conway, Program Director, McConnell Foundation  
 
Mitacs 

• Sarah Fairlie, Business Development Director, Social Innovation 
• Rahina Zarma, Senior Policy Analyst  

 



 
 

NSERC 
• Elizabeth Boston, Director, Mathematical, Environmental and Physical Sciences 
• Nathalí Rosado Ferrari, Senior Program Analyst 
• Shawn McGuirk, Director of Research Security 

 
Public Health Agency of Canada 

• Sarah Viehbeck, Chief Science Advisor  
 
Research Impact Canada  

• Lupin Battersby, Simon Fraser University 
• Elisabeth Huang, York University 
• Krista Jensen, York University 
• Michael Johnny, York University 
• Marie Page, York University 
• David Phipps, Director 
• Connie Tang, York University 

 
Social Innovation Canada  

• Andrea Nemtin, CEO 
• Jo Reynolds, Social Innovation Specialist 
• Kirsten Wright, Financialization of Housing Lab 

 
SSHRC 

• Ursula Gobel, Vice-President, Stakeholder Engagement and Advancement of 
Society 

• Thérèse de Groote, Senior Policy Advisor  
 

Universities Canada 
• Ann Mainville-Neeson, Vice-President of Policy and Government Relations 
• Laurent Charbonneau,  Assistant Director, Government Relations 

 
Work Wellness Institute 

• Kamilla Karoli, Vice-President Business Operations 
• Cameron Stockdale, CEO 

 
 
ACADEMIA  

 
• Nick Baker, Office of Open Learning, University of Winsor 
• Jean-Christophe Bélisle-Pipon, Assistant Professor in Health Ethics at Simon 

Fraser University 
• Jessica Braimoh, Assistant Professor of Criminology at York University 



 
 

• Samantha Brennan, Professor of Philosophy and Dean of Arts at the University 
of Guelph  

• Dan Breznitz, Munk School of Public Policy, University of Toronto 
• Dave Cormier, Office of Open Learning, University of Winsor 
• Sheila Côte-Meek, Vice-Provost of Equity, People and Culture at York University 
• Lorraine Davies, Associate Vice-Provost Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies at 

Western University. 
• Robert Clapperton, Communication at Toronto Metropolitan University 
• Charles Davis, RTA School of Media at Toronto Metropolitan University 
• Monique Deveaux, Professor and Canada Research Chair in Ethics and Global 

Social Change at the University of Guelph 
• Michelle Dion, Senator Wm. McMaster Chair in Gender & Methodology 
• McMaster University 
• Claudia Emerson, Director of the Institute for Ethics in Policy and Innovation at 

McMaster University 
• Khaled Hassanein, Dean at the DeGroote School of Business at McMaster 

University 
• Martin Horn, Associate Dean Research, Humanities at McMaster University 
• John Lavis, Professor and Director of the McMaster Health Forum 
• Brandon MacFarlane, Professor of Creativity and Creative Thinking at Sheridan 

College 
• Brent McKnight, Professor of Strategic Management, McMaster University 
• Gillian Mulvale, Associate Professor of Health Policy and Management at the 

DeGroote School of Business at McMaster University 
• Sandra Parmegiani, Associate Dean of Arts at the University of Guelph  
• Savage Bear, Director for the McMaster Indigenous Research Institute (MIRI)  
• James Stauch, Director of the Institute for Community Prosperity at Mount-Royal 

University  
• Patricia Tersigni, Director, Academic Programs and Policy at the University of 

Guelph  
• Elena Valenzuela, Associate Professor, University of Ottawa 
• Vanessa Watts, Paul R. MacPherson Chair in Indigenous Studies at McMaster 

University 
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